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Graduation Research Project

This course deals with specific research issue for each student under the supervision of a
specialized faculty member. The registration of students begins at seventh level. The research
focuses on the architecture field and depends on theoretical and field visits and data
collection. Each student has to submit a final research by the end of the seventh semester. An
oral presentation must also be applied through course work. The graduation research project
IS a prerequisite for the Architectural Studio 8. This is because it the base for conducting the
graduation project during the eighth level.

Course undertaken stage of the programme
- 4" Year / 7" level

Course credit hours
- 2 credit hours

Academic advising and support mechanisms for students
- 4 Students work individually and directly under the supervision of a faculty member.
- Students use the libraries of the department and college.

Brief description

The course aims are double folding; teaching students how to prepare a scientific research as
well as setting up the graduation research project as of the following:

1- Preparing the scientific research: The principles and process of preparing the scientific
research, in general, taught to students through a series of lectures. Students, through these
lectures, learn how to prepare a research starting from defining the research problem,
hypotheses, objectives and importance. The research also teaches students different kinds of
methodologies for conducting the research to proof the hypotheses, then how to prepare the
findings and references. Moreover, the students also tough the article and the importance of
methodology and research methods through the selection of theme search for the graduation
project for each student.

2- Setting up the graduation research project:

The graduation research project is a single student academic duty and practical work. It
provides a chance to each student to prepare a full scientific and practical base for starting his
graduation project. It provides the student an ability to investigate and define an architectural
or/and urbanism issue that require design or/and planning response. This process, actually,
reflects each student’s skills obtained during his undergraduate study at the Department of the
Islamic Architecture. It also provides students an opportunity to refine and presenting his
design and planning identity in a distinguished architectural or/and planning image.
Therefore, selecting exceptional graduation project notions is highly recommended. This is
because the precise selection of the graduation project reflects the necessity of this kind of
projects locally and nationally; and proofs the community commitment of the students via
understanding the community requirements socially, culturally and economically. The
graduation project, moreover, provides a unique opportunity for each student to consolidate
his area of interest in the field of architecture via employing his undergraduate study
outcomes of architecture design studios; and theories, building construction and technology,
environmental, etc. courses in one major project. It also allows students to provide an
architectural future perspective for new generations.
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Major intended learning outcomes of the Graduation research project course.

Have the ability to collect information, to define problems, to apply analysis, to judge
critically and to formulate strategies for action.

Have knowledge of relevant laws, rules and standards for planning, design,
construction, health, safety and the handling of built environment.

Have an understanding of design techniques and design processes as well as
knowledge in analysis and interpretation of framework.

Have the ability to work in teams and communicate ideas by means of speech, text,
drawings, models and statistics.

The procedure of preparing the graduation research project depends on two main stages: first,
defining the suitable graduation project for each student, which exist one level ahead, during
the 6™ level; and second, preparing the graduation project research, during the 7™ level. The
details of this procedure could be explained as follows:

1- 1% stage: during the 6™ level, defining the suitable graduation project:

The committee of observing the graduation project, defined by the department,
introduces the Graduation Research Project to the students. It distributes a form for
selecting the graduation project.

The committee explaines the vision and principles of chosing the graduation project
and distrbutes a form for selecting the Graduation Preoject. To facilitate the right use
of this form, the committee also explains the contents of this form in details. It
includes the main categories of the graduation projects defined for the follwing year,
in terms of project kinds of each category, criteria for selecting the graduation project
and procedure for submitting the form.

The period of selecting the graduation project is about 4-6 weeks. It must be
resubmitted during the 15" week of the 6™ level, before the end the semester.

Each students follow and accuratelly fill in this form and submit it with the selected
graduation project. By selecting the Graduation Project, each student has to stick with
his selected graduation project during the preparation of the Graduation Project
Reasearch and Graduation Project courses.

Criteria for Selecting the Graduation Project:

Selecting an actual and practical project that reflects the community requirements and
development potentials.

Students are not allowed to select a previously studied project during earlier levels.
Students must select an appropriate graduation project to their design qualifications.
The selected graduation project must fit with the student’s capabilities of using
architectural software.

After selecting the graduation project, students cannot change it. In rare cases, Dean
of the department must permit any change of the graduation project.

Method of resubmitting the graduation project:

A student selects his preferred graduation project which is compatible with one of the
on list categories and in a definite city.

Students can discuss selection alternatives with the graduation project committee.
Submitting the final form does not exceed the 15" week of the semester.
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- A printed presentation of three slides explaining the selected graduation project, in
terms of name, kind, and preferred region and city; must attached to the final form.
These slides must also show a copy of the previously studied projects during earlier

levels.

- The committee of observing the graduation project collect the final form, evaluate the
students’ sellections and define the graduation project for each student according to

the above mentioned criteria.
- Figures 1 and 2 show the forms of selecting the graduation project

2- 2" stage: during the 7™ level, preparing the graduation project research:
Intended learning outcomes of the graduation research project course.

Knowledge and understanding
- To build about how to conduct a scientific research
- To appreciate the importance of research for human beings
- To understand types of research

Intellectual skills
- To make use of similar research in their own projects
- To focus on specific problems of certain interest
- To introduce architectural design approaches based on research literature

Professional and practical skills
- Integrate knowledge of different fields to solve problems.
- Work in a multi-professional working environment.
- Use a wide range of analytical and technical tools.
- Prepare and present reports.
- Appreciate the neatness and aesthetics in design and approach.

General and transferrable skills
- Search for information and adopt life-long self learning.
- Refer to relevant literature effectively.
- Communicate effectively.
- Manage tasks and resources efficiently.

Content of the graduation research project course

As mentioned above, conducting the course depends on two parallel stages. The first depends
on teaching students how to conduct a scientific research and, the second stage, is concerned
with teaching students how to prepare the graduation research project. Implementing this
procedure could be achieved via two different methods such as providing lectures to all
students and direct contact between each four students with a selected faculty member. The

content of each stage could be defined as following.

Content of first stage: lectures, preparing the scientific research:
- Research problem and hypothesis
- Explaining importance and kinds of the scientific research
- Discussing types of scientific research
- Introducing elements and methodology of preparing the scientific research
- Presenting types of scientific research methodology
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Content of preparing the Graduation Research Project
1- During the 1% 8" weeks

Introduction to the Graduation Research Project

Discussing students' graduation project

Discussing chapters of the Graduation Research Project

Introducing methods of primary data collection

Investigating and analyzing historical development of the graduation project
Investigating and analyzing most contemporary popular examples of the graduation
project

Defining appropriate graduation project space funtion and programme, in terms of
kind, size, priority of relations, etc.

Discussing the above mentioned information with factulty members of Archtectural
Studio 7.

How to write References

2- During the 9 15" weeks

Defining and analyzing the project suitable location, in terms of region, city and site
alternative locations in the selected city, according to site selection criteria.
Comparing the site alternatives and selecting the prefferred site.

Analyzing architectural design types and approaches appropriate to the sellected
graduation project.

Analyzing and defining alternatives of architectural design concepts, including
defining project zonning, identity, building/s masses, primary elevations, etc.
Presenting and discussing the above mentioned information with factulty members of
Archtectural Studio 7.

Assessment procedures of the research Project

Submit a written report

Conduct an oral presentation

A group of faculty members who reviewed the report and attended the oral
presentation assess the project.
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More details about the research project are described in here in Arabic Language

Figures 1: Time Schedule for Selecting and Implementing the Graduation

Project
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Figure 2: Forms of Selecting the Graduation Project
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Figure 3: Sample of a Cover Page of the Graduation Research Project
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